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The Tenow of the Oath to be T endered to: 
the Church-Wardens and Side-men. 


F OU ſhall Swear, diligently to En- 
Y quire, and true 'Prefentment make, 
of all. Defaults and Offences againſt the 
Laws Ecclefiaftical of this Realm. In 
which you are to take DireQion from theſe 
Articles. And that you will not Preſent 
any Perſon out of Malice or Il|-will, nor 


ſpare any out of Fear. or. Favour. So help: 


—T__- 


AR TTGCLES 


w 
ENQUIRY 
Within the DIOCESE of _ 


CHESTER 


T-1'F.L 


Concerning Churches or Chappels, with the Ornaments, 
Furniture and Poſleſſions belonging to them. 


L. S the Fabzick of your Church (oz Chappel)) with all 
things appertaining fo it Skept in god repair within 
and without, in ſuch ozder and decency, as becometh 
the Youſe dedicated fo the Publick Wozſhip of God ? 

I1. IS there in the Church (o2,Chappel | a Font of Stfons 
ffanving in the aſaal anctent place, with a Cover to if, foz the 
- Abmintiftration of Baptiſm 2 Js there alſo a conveufent Com 
munion Table, with a fatr Carpet of ®ilk, oz other decent 
fuff, in the time of Divine ad and with a fair Linnerr 

2 


Cloth - 


2. Atticles of Viſitation; 


Cloth af the time of Adminiftring the Sacrament ? What 
Cup Chalice, Patin oz Flagons, have you belonging fo that 
Dervice < | 

I11I. HAVE yon in your Chnrch (oz Chappel)3 conventent 
feat foz the Miniſter to read Divine Dervice tn ? Anda Palptt 
twichavecent Cioty o2 Cuſhioa foz the ſame ? 

IV. HAVE yon 4 large Folio Bible of the laff Tranſlation, 
with tro Bwks of Common P2aper Well bound, one foz the 
Miniſter, the other fo2 the Clerk ? Yave you the Book of Yo 
mtitcs ſet fozth by Anthartty, the Book of Canons, and the 
Table of Degrees allowed and pzohibited in Marriage. 

V. HAVE pon a Regiffer-1Book of Parchment fo2 all who 
are Thiltned, Married. o2 Burted in the Partſh? Dofh your 
Bintter every Lo2ds-day in the Py2eſence of your Chnrch- 
Wardens ſet down tie Names of Parties, with the Day, 
Banth, and Vear of eich Chziſkning, Harriage, o2 JSurtal ? 
Is the Tranſcripts thereof every Pear, within one Ponth after 
the Twenty fifth of March, carried info the Wiſhops RegiCry. 

VI HAVE yon. a Paper-Book tn which the Names of 
D:'rangers who peach o2 officiate tn the Church (02 Chappel) 
are ſc down; and another Book foz the Charch-Wardens 
Accompts ? 

VII. HAVE youd faic DSurplice fo: the Diniffer fo wear 
at the times of his-publick Diniffration pzovided at theCharge 
of the Pariſh. | 

VI1ii HAVE pona TyheT with thzxe Locks and Koyes fo 
k:2p the Books and Dznaments of the Church? Pave you a 
Bier with a black:Yerſe-clath fo2 the Bartal of the Dead ? 

1X. IS the Church-pard ſufficiently fenced with UWalls, 
Pales, oz Rails, and decently kept from all Annoyance oz In- 
zroachments ? Are the Tregs therein-p:eſerved.? 

X. IS the gry thy, + of your Miniſter, with ail other 
Yaouſes thereto belonging, Kept in good repair 2 Pave any of 


them been pulled down, oz defaced # Yavo any Jncroached up- 
an ou Land thereto' belonging, 02 felled the Mrees. thereon 

growling : | | 
XI, HAVE you a perfect Terrier of all Glebe,Lands, Gar 
Hens, D2chards, and Tenements belongtng to your Parſonage 
92 Utcarage; as alſo.an Acconnt of. ſuch Penſſons, Rate-Tythes, 
; and. 
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Articles of Viſitation, 3 


and-Pozttons of Zythes, oz other yearly Pzofifs 'either within 
oz without the Pariſh) as belong thereunto? Yive any of the 
ſame been with-hyeld from your Pintſter ? And by whom,as yBu 
know. oz have heard ? 

XII, HAVE any of the Ancient Glebe-Lands belonging fo 
pour Parfonage oz Uicarage been faken away oz exchanged foz 
other, without the free conſent of the J:icumbeat, and Licences 
from the D2dinary? Yave any Incloſu:es been made in your 
Parlſh, to the defriment of the Church,by the decay of £@tllage, 
and converting Arable-Land info P.ftare 2 Bz whom hath the 
ſame been made ? And how many pears fince ? and how much 
is your Parſonage o2 Uicarage damntfied thereby in the pcarlp 
balne thereof ; as you knotwy, belizve 52 have heard > 

XIII. HAVE any new Pews o2 @eats been erccd {1 pour 
Chancel, oz in the body of the Tharch (oz Chappel) withauf 
leave from the P2dinary. 


IL-0 140 


Concerning Minilters.. 


datned ? 
1. HATH he been Licenſe: fo Pzeach by the Biſhop 02 ets 
ther of the Univerſities ? 

I1I., 18 he defamed o2 ſuſpected fo have obfained his D2ders 
02 1Benefice by any Simontacal Compad ? 

I'V. DOTH your Minter diligently read D{bine @ervice, 
and Pzeach ev2ry Lo2dzs-day ig the Church, unleſs hintered by 
ſickneſs, 02 reaſonable abſence ? And in ſuch caſes doth þe p20- 
care ſome lawfnl Piniſter to read Pzapers, fo Pzeach, and 
perfozm other Miniſterial Daftes * 

V. DOTH your Minifter in the Pozning and Evening @2r- 
vice. in the Adminiſtration of the Dxcraments, and tn per- 
fozming other Religions Offices appotaied by the Churcy of 
England, uſe the reſpective Fozms tn the Back of Enos 

dzayer, 


L | S your Hinifter, Curate, oz Lecurer, Epiſcopally ©2- 
I 
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Articles of Viſitation. 


4 | | 

P2ayer, fogether with all thoſe Rites and Ceremonfes which 
are enjoyned in this Church ? And doth he make uſe of the Sur- 
plice when he reads Divine Service, oz Adminifters the 
Dactaments ? 

VI. DOTH your PYinifer diligently Cafechtze the Ponth 
of his Pariſh * Doth he pzepare and pzocure them (as occaſton 
is cffered) to come and be Confirmed by the Biſhop ? And 
doth he endeavour fo reclaim all Popiſh Recuſants, and all Se- 

caries in your Parltſh tothe true Religion andWozthip of Gov? 
| vVIL. Is yonr Miniffera manof a ſober, unblamable, and 
cxemplary life? Js he grave, moveff, and regular in his onf- 
wary demeanoz and apparel, accozding fo the Conffifnttons of 
the Church? D2 is bis carriage, converſation, e2 company in 
any kind whatſcevcr, tiſozderly, oz ſcandalons. and unbeſeem- 
ing his Calling and Charge ? 

V.IIE. IS your Pinifer ready fo viſit the Sick, and fo 
Bapt(ze Infants tn darger of death being ſo dcfired? Js any 
Infant, o2 mo2e aged perſon in the Partth yet Uabaptiſed by 
* bis dcefanlt ? Doth he duly Acminiſter the Bleſſed @acrament 

of the Lo2ds Suppcr, @hzce times every year at the leaſt, 
whereof E-:licr fo be one ? 

I x DOTH yeur Biniſter Parry any perſons af Uncano- 
nical hours, e2 in pztvate. c2 ſuch as are under age, not having 
the cor:ſent of their Parents and Guardizns ? Doth he Barry 
any cither without Banes firſt publiſed Thee Sundays oz 
Pol\days, in the Church; o2 without Licenſe ſo to do; o2 with 
the Licenſe of ariy other than the Archbiſhop, Bilhop of this 
Dioceſe, 92 his Chancelloz ? 

 _ x. DOTIH your Minifter duly bid and obferve Yolidays and - 
Faſting days, as is appotnfed? And doth he then nſe the Fozms 
of Pzayer pzeſcribed by the Church? Path be taken npon him 
to appoint any pzivafe Faffs , gz Religions Exerciſes without 
lawful Anthozity? Doth he oz any other (Miniffer oz Lay-per 
ſon) in your Partſh hold any unlawful Conventicles, oz Peet- 
ings, under pzefence of any exerciſe of Religion ? 

Xl. 1< your Mirifſter confantly Refidenf among pon 2 
Path he a Curafe fo allift him in his abſence oz pzeſence 2 Doth 
be carry himſelf in all things, as an able and viſcreet Binifter, 
and confozmable to the Church of Eng)and ? Doth he ſerve any 


moze 
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Articles of Viſitation, 


| _ 
maue _—_ beſide _E of your Pariſh, and at what diſtance? 
s tye name of pour Curate, and what rl 
doth 446 rg ot allow him ? nieces 
X11; there in your Yariſh any Lecurer; what is big 
name? Doth he read Divine Service befoze his Lecture, as ty 


Law is rcquired; and is he Confozmable fo the Diſcipl 
Church of England. : be Diſcipline of the 


\ 


T:3-T,. 1-113 


Concerning Pariſhioners. 


I. ARE there any in your Pariſh who are repufed Ycreficks. 

v2 Dchilmaticks, refuſing Communton with the Charch. 
of England? Any lmpugners of the Religion eftabliſhed,oof his 
MDi3jeffies Dupzemacy, oz of any the Laws, Rites. and Cere, 
montes Eccleſiaſtical ? Yave any ſpeken oz declared any thing 
in derogation, oz to the depzaving of the Fo:m of Gods UWo2- 
ſhip in the Church of England, and Kdmtniftration of the © 1, 
craments. Rites and Ceremonies pzeſcribed in the Book of . 
Common-P2ayer as it is now eſtabliſhed by Law? Are there 
any convicted. Papitis, known Anabaptiſis, 02 Quakers, tn the 
Pariſh? 

11. ARE there any fin pour Pariſh, who lie ander a common. 
fame,o2 vehement ſuſpition of Adultery, Fozatcation,o2 Ynceft?» 
Are there any common Drunkards, ©wearers oz Blaſphemers 
of Gods holy Name and W od ? 

ITI. ARE there any Excommunicafe perſons, 62 any who 
countenance, oz keep company with them 2 What punithment 
fo2 any ſuch offences have been commuted and exchanged info a. 
pecuniary mule o2 ſum of Yoney by any Eccleſiaſtical Judg, 
exerciſing Juriſdiction within this Dioceſe, by vertne of any 
Grant oz Commiſſion ? Uhat was the ſum of Money by them, 
o2 any of them (o received and tzxken, and to what nſes was thÞ' 
ſame befTowed ?. | 

IV. DO any of yoar Pariſh p2ophane the Lo2ds-day by os | 

| ang. 


Articles "oF viſe: 


tecing of Pnblick Yoly Daties,' o2'by doing the wozks of their: 
o2dinary Calling,oz uſing unlawful Recreattons,0z permitting 
thetr Childzen c2 Servants ſo fo do ? Do they vuly oþſcrvbe other- - 
Holidays, Feftivals and Faſfs appointed by Authozity ? 

 V. DOall thoſe who inhabtt in your Pariſh, dulyareſozf fo 
your Charch v2 Chappel) and continne there durtng Divine 
Service, Dermon,and other Yoly Dattes,with that Reverence, 
D2der, and D:cency, as befits devont Chziſtians 2 Dz, have 
any occaſſoned Riot, C lamoz. o2 Fighting'tn the Church at any 
time? Are there any R:cuſant Papiſts, oz Dectartes in pour 
Pariſh? Do they, oz any of them keep any Scholmafter in 
their Youſe, which cometh not to Church to hear Divine Der- 
vice, aid receive the Bolp Communton ? 

VI. ARE there any tn your Pariſh who refuſe fo have fheir 
Infanf-Childzen 33:pfized by your Piniffer 2 Dz do they keep 
them anbaptized langer thart the Charch allows? And what 
Infants, oz moze aged perſons, are there in your Pariſh un- 
bapttzed ? 

VII. DO all yonr Yonſholders duly ſend their Childzen, 
Appzentices, andfdervants to be Catechized? And do they take 
_ ( when occaſian is offered | they ſhould be Confirmed by the 
Witſhop ? 

VIIE TIS there any perſon in your Pariſh ſo confirmed and 
inſtructed, and being Dixteen years cf age. who refuſeth fo re- 
ceive the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lozds Supper, at leaſt thzee 
times every pear ; whereof Eaſtcr to be one? And do all receive 
this Sacred Pyſery with that onfward geſture of Yamility and 
Reverence as becomes them, meekly kneeling upon their 
Inees, acco2zding fo the Dzder and Cuſtom of the Church? 

IX. ARE there any in yonr Pariſh who are known o2 ſu- 
ſpeced fo be unlawfally Parrted, contrary to the Laws of God 
and this Church? Are there any, who being lawfally Parrted 
and never Divozced) to vet live aſunder ? Dy any, who being 
lawfully Divozced, do live fogether again? 2 betng ſeparated 
foz Adultery. - have afterwards Enfer-marrted with any other, 
during the life of their Firff Conſozt ? 

** ARE there any Married Women in your Parith, who 
after their fafe Delivery from Child-birth, refaſe to make thetr 
Pumble and Pablick Thanksgivings to God, ame aa the 

Kppontment of the Chnrch ? XI. ARE 


i 


FI 


_____ Artidſes of Viſitation, bl 

Xl. ARE there any of your Pariſh who refuſe fo pay their 

Eaſicr Offerings, andother duties to your Pinifter ? D; to oo 

c oy alleſſed on them, foz the Repair and Pzoviſions of the 
arch? _ 

XIT. DO you know, oz have yon heard of any Patron, oz 
other perſon in your Pariſh, who having the gift of an Ecclefi, 
alical Benefice, bath made gain thereby apon any Bargain, 
either foz Boney, Penſion, Leaſe, Reſerve of Tythes,oz Glebe, 
02 other Þimontacal Compact whatſoever ? | 

XIII. DO any among you refuſe to Wury their Dead, ac- 
co2ding fo the Rites of the Church of England ? Are there any 
Wills of Deceaſed perſons unp;oved,o2zGoods not adminiftred? 
Do you know of any Legacies given to your Church, oz fo the 

Pw oz fo other charitabls nſes, not yet received by yon, oz de- 
tained from yon,o2 not applied fo the charitable aſes appointed 2 


£1] . . - 
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TIT; IV, 
Concerning the Officers belonging hh the Olarools: 


L. AE the Chnrch-Warvens of your Pariſh, yearly choſen 
acco2ding to Law ? And ars there Sidemen appointed 
to afliff them, foz the due ozdering of the Church ? 

11. HAVE the fozmer and laſt Church-Qardens given up 
their Accompts to thoſe that ſucceed them together with all Po- 
neys and other things belonging to your Church (02 Chappel?)) 

" 111, HAVE yon a Partth Clerk, aged Twenty one years 
at leaſt, who is of ſober life and good repozt ? As he choſen by 
pouk BiniCer, and appzoved by the Pariſh; and is he able foz 
Reading, Writing; and Þinging as a Clerk e Ars his Wa 
ces duly paty him* #10y- 


'V. DOTHhe 03 your Sexton take cars of your Church, fo 


keop it lockt, afis r]gan, . to open the Dog2s, and ring the Betis 
in vne time, to call the Inhabitants to the Wezſhip of God, 
alſsto aymoniſh them by A” of a Paſſing-Bell foz any ths 


g Articles of Viſitation. *. 
 aredying, thereby to meditate of thetr own Death, andfo com-- 
mend the «thers weak condition to the mercy-of God ? | 
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Concerning Alms-houſes, Schools, and School-maſters, 
Phylicians,Chirurgions, and Midwives. 


EF S there any Yoſpital, Alms-honſe, 02 Free-®chool foun» 
- ded in ycur Pariſh? Are they ſo governed and ozdered in. 
the nſe and revenue, 2s the Fennders appointed, accozping fo. 
the D2dinances and @fatutes which have been made concerning. 
the ſame ? | | | 
11. DOTHany: man keep a Publick v2 Paivate School in 
your Parih? Js he o2 they licenſed and allowed therennto by 
the Biſhop 02: his Chancelloz-? Js he of ſober, religions and: 
exemplary Converſation? 'Dath he inffrac- bis Scyolars in 
the Catechiſm and Religion of the Churchof England ? Js therg 
any Woman that taketh npon her to infra and educate any 
 yonng Datvens ? Dath ſhe reſo2t daly,and batng with her to Dl-. 
vine Dervice, upcn the Lozds day and Yolidays, ail ſnch young 
Patdens as are committed to her Care ? 
I11.- DO any in pour Pariſh pzactice Phyſick, Chirurgery, 
o2 Bidwifry, without Licenſe from the Dzdinary ? 


— = 
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TIT. VE 
Touching Eccleſiaſtical Officers, 


T: A RE there any Eccleſiaſtical Dfficers that ererciſe Eccle-- 
fiaſkical Jariſdiction within this Dioceſe, that take and- 
receive any extraozdinary Fees fo2 any Cauſe ? -Pave abuſes oz- 
offences :been pzeſented by Church-Wardens any. Nnef-men ? - 
And are ſach offences, being pzeſented,  ſnppzeſſed oz left nne 

pantſhed-? 
kI. HAVE avy Apparitozs taken: any-reward-foz the cons 
| coaling; 


"I 


* Sous 


Articles of Viſitation. 9 
cealing of any Dffence, oz the avoiding of tho puniſhment of 


the Dffenders? And do they ſummon any without a Citation 
firft had ? ; 


If you know of any other Default or Crime of Eccleſiaſtical 
Cognizance, you are to preſent the ſame. 


_ — — — 
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X 
*« FF He Miniſter of every Pariſh may joyn in Prefent- 
" ments with the Church-W ardens and Side-men, 
*and if they will not preſent, then the Miniſters them- 
©* ſelves (being the perſons that have the chiet care of the 
* ſuppreſiing of Sin and Impiety in their Pariſhes) may 
5c Preſent the Crimes aforeſaid, and ſuch things as ſhall 
*-want due Reformation. Cazx. 113. 


Jo a: CESTRIENS. 


"He Miniſters of every Pariſh-are dcfired to give in the Names. 
To ſuch of the younger ſort, in their ſeveral Pariſhes, as they. 
judg fit to receive Confirmation from the Biſhop, 


